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SEVEN YEARS AGO.

It has been insisted that every part
of the human body undergoes a com-
plete change once in seven years. We
think that it can be stated as a living,
indisputable fact, that the government
of North Carolina has been pretty thor-
oughly changed during the past seven
years.

THE CoMMONWEALTH would like for
every man in the State to contrast the
situation of public affairs in Neorth
Carolina, in every department, to-day
with what it was seven years ago. It
1s too plain to need argument that
there has been a change wrought.

Now, the question we should hke to
put to every honest man in the Ssate,
white and black, is: How MUCH HAS
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA
BEEN IMPROVED WETHIN THE LAST SEV-
EN YEARS? Is the State as well able to
pay the claims on its treasury as it was
seven years ago?

Are the various eounties in the State
paying their own bills as promptly as
they were seven years ago?

Are the State institutions considered
by competent men of all parties in as
good condition as they were seyen
years ago?

Is the free school machinery running
as smoothly as it was seven years ago?

Is the State’s good name as untar-
nished in the eyes of our sister States
as it was seven years ago?

Is there that harmony of feeling
amongst our people that began to he
seriously disturbed about seven years
sgo?

Are there as few hienous crimes on
record within the boundaries of our
State as there were seven yeais ago?

Does it look now, under present cir-
cumétances, that North Carolina is as
desirable a State to live in as it was
seven years ago?

Would capitalists from other States
as readily invest their money here as
they would seven years ago?

Is there that confidence in North
Carolina between man and man that
prevailed seyen years ago?

Are the best people of the State as
well satisfied with the present condi-
tions ot affairs as they were seven years
ago?

TaE CoMMONWEALTH would like to
have some competent person answer
these questions.

JUDGE CLARK WRITES.

Judge Walter Clark has written s
letter to the Charlotte Observer, pro-
posing to furnish a list ot his visitors
and correspondents whenever the pub-
lie interest demands it.

The letter was called forth by the
fact that the Raleigh correspondent to
that paper has repeatedly .referred to
visitors to Judge Clark’s house, his
correspondence, &c.,and also by the in-
ference that Judge Clark was the aun-
thor of the letters sent to the two rail-
road commissioners by Gov. Russell,
which letters are elsewhere printed on
this page.

Senator Butler had vigited Judge
Clark’s house which was referred to in
the newspapers in a way that did not
please Judge Clark, and he refers to
that fact in his letter. He says that
Senator Butler did call at his house one
night  recently, but not having been
there before the Semator knocked at
Mr. Ed. Chambers Smith’s door by
mistake. Mr. Smith had retired and
the servant directed the Senator to
Judge Clark’s next door. The Judge
in his letter says that Mr. Smith was
out of his house partially dressed and
stood behind the gate post until Seng-

tor Butler had passed. Judge Clark
adds :

“As be had once gone
3nu;mthoﬂmummd
¥8 in some intimacy with him I su
ponhanti:d to use the g
to renew acquaintance, but I did
not understand his haste in not drees-

to Washing-

~

The letter is rather a spicy one and
its tone Intimates that Judge Clark
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EDUCATION AGAINST CRIME.

——

Recently we made some editorial
observations concerning the 1ncrease
1n crime In the State, in the face of
temperance societies, educational soci-
ties, Sunday-schools, and the like.

Cne of our readers, commenting on
the situation, sald that he has reached
the conclusion that training the mind
simply is not 8 means of improving
society and citizenship. He said that
the morals of the individual ought to
be regarded along with the intellectual
training.

And this is true. All of which opens
the way to say that the teachers of the
land have an opportunity for doing the
State a service whigh they do not fully
appreciate, perhaps. Next to the child’s
own parent, the teacher is the strong-
est force in shaping and molding char-
acter.

Train the mind without regard to
morals and you make it possible for the
individual thus trained todoa vast
deal of harm, whereas in ignorance
with the same moral obliquity he
would not have so much bad power,
for he would not so well know how to
put into practice plans and purposes ot
evil.

We heard a strong man before a
great audience say recently that he be-
lieved no one who is not a believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ—a true Chnstian
—ought to teach school. We_do not
feel prepared to say quite so much, but
this declaration of a strong and vigor-
ous thinker at least furnishes a subject
for parents to think over.

And the conscientious teacher, who
isnot a Christian man or woman,
thinking the matter carefully and real-
izing the poesibility in his or her work
to develop the child in moral training
as well as intellectual ; and remember-
ing that the opportunity to do so leads
at once to the responsibility and duty
to do it, may find a new reason for the
claim that Christianity and the prin-
ciples of practical religion make upon
his personal hife.

Alter all, the biggest truth with re-
ference to the best type of citizenship
is wrapped up in that strong declara-
tion of a leader of the people in the
revolutlonary period—“Righteousness
alone can exalt us as a nation.”

BANKRUPT TREASURIES.

The News & Observer says that the
State-Treasury is unable to pay the
appropriations made by the last Legis-
lature. Tt further says that all just
claims against the State Treasury were
promptly paid from the time the carpet
baggers were driven from power until
their return 1n 1894-96. It gives the
following from the Greensboro Record
which it heard a wvisitor to Eastern
Carolina say a few days ago -

“I feel sorry for the people ot that
section. The other day I was in the
largest store in a good sized town when
a young lady came in and ssid to the

roprietor of the store that she had
dollarsin county seript in her

hand, wanted to know if she could
buy some things at the store. The
man told her that he would sell her
anything he had on as long time as
she desired, but that he could not take
the script, for not a dellar was in the
treasury and he did not know when
there would be. The lady said she
was a teacher and had just been paid.
She did not know what to do, for she
said she had to live and look after her
mother and she had no other means of
support. I find in many of those eas-
tern counties just such a state of af-
fairs. Things are in control of the
worst element of the politicians of the
Republican faith—negroes and illiter-
ate whites—who have brought things

to a pretty pass.”
e ——————

LET’S HAVE MORE OF THEM.

The Raleigh correspondent to the
Wilmington Messenger says :

“It is claimed that the establishment
of a dispensary at Fayetteville has
greatly decreased drunkenness.”

The friends of temperance ought to
watch the workings of the dispensaries
established in the State ; and if they do
decrease drunkenness, let us have more
of them until we can get rid of the sa-
loon altogether.

The Winston Sentinel makes a good

spent some | suggestion in the following paragraph.

“Every true North Carolinian shouid
constitute himeelf & committee of one
to redeem North Carolina from the
duuhuoﬂnmpeunt,and,in some
instances, disgraceful rule. Efforts
should be directed, first, towards legia-
lative and offices next , and
-omﬂ.w-m State oﬁu-m two
years thereafter.”
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RUBRBING RAJLROAD
COMMISSIONERS.

Governor Ruseell a few days ago
notified Railroad Commissioners J. W.
Wilson and 8. Otho Witson that they
must answer by September 1st. certain
questions as to whether or not they are
disqualified to hold their positions as
commissioners any longer. To Com-
missioner J. W. Wilson he wrote :

“It 1s alleged that you are the joint
owner with Col. A. B. Andrews, the
first Vice-President of the Southern
Railroad, general political manager of
the same for North Carolina, ofa cer-
tain piece of hotel property, known as
Round Knob, situated on the line of
the said railroad ; that said hotei pro-
perty is worth little or nothing except
as a hotel and that it is worthless for
this purpose except when designated
and patronized by the Southern Rail-
road as an eating-house for their pas-
senger trains ; that said hotel property
has been unoccupied and unused for
any purpose for several years past and
has brought in no reyenue to you as
one of its owners ; that it is impossible
for you to use, rent or lease said pro-
perty unless some understanding, agree-
ment or eontract could be made with
the Southern Railroad Company to
desighate and patronize the said hotel
as a railroad eating-house; that you
and the other owner or owners of said
botel property have secured some
agreement, understanding or contract,
from the Southern Railroad Company
to abandon other eating-houses and de-
signate Round Knob as an eating-
house ; and that by virtue of said ar-
rangements with said railroad that you
have been able to lease said hotel pro-
perty to S.Otho Wison or to his
mother through the zaid Wilson for
profit.

It is further alleged that yon have a
son in the employment of the Southern
Railroad Company at Morganton, that
he was appointed to this place by the
Southera Railroad Company at your
request, and that he was appointed
over others entitled to theplace by
promotion under the practice of the
company, and that this was done for
your accommodation and at your re-
quest.”

To Commissioner 8. Otho Wilson
he wrote :

“It is alleged that a certain hotel
property known as Round Knob is
jointly owned by Maj.J. W. Wilson and
Col. A. B. Andrews ; said Wilson being
one of the Railroad Commissioners ar.d
said Andrews being the first vice-pres-
ident of the Southern Railroad Com-
panyand its active and general politi-
cal manager for this State; that this
property is of little or no value except
for the hotel and worthless as a hotel
except as a railroad eating house when
80 designated and patronized by the
Southern Railroad Company ; that this
hotel has been closed for several years
and has been producing no income for
its owners ; that you, either in your
own name or in that of your mother
entered into an agreement with Messrs.
Wilson and Andrews for a lease of this
property for the purpose of establishing
a rallroad eating house and upon ob-
taining such agreement, you moved in-
to the hotel in the month of May or
June of this year and have been con-
tinuously since operating the property
for your own pecuniary profit under
sald agreement ; that previous to your
rental or lease of this property, the
Railroad Company maintained an eat-
ing house at Hickory and another at
Asheville for the accommodation of
their varions passenger trains going
both west and east ; that promptly np-
on you opening \your hotel at Round
Knob these eating houses were discon-
tinued and both the western and east-
ern trains haye been and still are stop-
ped at yoor hotel for meals in' pursu-
ance of an understanding or agreement
or contract between you of the one
part and. Messrs. Andrews and Wilson
and the Southern Railroad Company
of the other part.”

The Governor says further in his

letter that these allegations must be
answered by September 1st.
He gives as his authority for his ae-
tion in the matter the law passed by the
Legislature, 1891, which says that the
Governor must suspend any Railroad
Commissioner who shall be holder of
“any stock or bond of any railroad
company ; or be the agent or employe
of any such company ; or have any in-
terest in any way in any such company ;
Or In any case any one -of them shall
become disqualified to act.”

He giyes them a hearing when he
could have suspended them without
notice. .

BEWARE OF OIRTMENTS FOR CATARRH
THAT CONTAIN MERCURY,

as inercury will surely destroy the sense
of smell and completely derange the
whole system when entering it through
the mucous surfaces. Such articles
should never be used except on pre-
scriptions from reputable Physicians,
as the damage they will do is ten fold
to the good you can poesibiy derive
from them. Hall’s Catarrh Cure,
manufactured by F. J, Cheney & Co.,
Toledo, O., contains no mercury, and
is taken internally, acti ng directly up-
on the blood and mucous surfaces of
In buying Hall’s Catarrh
you get

Td" mother is a deservin
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STATE GLEANINGS.

To SPIN AT STATE FaIR.

News & Observer : Secretary Nichols
tells us that Mrs. Smith, 72 years old,
ot Seven Springs, Wayne county, will
be at the State Fair with a lot of flax
of her own growing, old-fashion flax
brakes and hackles and wheels and will
exhibit every day, to all the young
folks, exactly the way our grand-
mothers made cloth in the long ago.

Mrs. Smith will be given one of the
best positions on_the grounds and her
unique exhibit will be interesting to
everybody. |

——
SAFE CRACKERS.

Mt. Olive correspondence to Wil-
mington Messenger August 28th : The
safe at the Mt. Olive postoffice was
blown open last night about 3 o’clock
and $300 in cash and $50 n stamps
taken. Several of our citizens heard
the report and thought that 1t wasa
gun. Three strange men were here
yesterday, who eclaimed they were
Wheeler & Wilson sewing machine
men. One of them sat around John
W. McCullen’s wood shop yesterday
and was reading a newspaper, and at
the same time watching around the
shop. His shop was also broken open
and a lot of tools taken. The post-
master A. A. Smith, colored, has tele-
graphed for the bloodhounds at Flor-
ence. At this writing they have not
arrived.

DrowNED IN TUCKASEGEE.

Asheyville, N. C., Aug. 30.—In Dills-
boro, Jackson county, Saturday after-
noon, the clothing ot J. W. Grant, saxd
to be a lawyer from Ruderson, S.C..
were found on the bank ot the Tuck-
asegee river. He had been fishing
with Prof. Williams of that loecality.
The latter gave the alarm and had the
river dragged for the body, butso far
without avail.

Grant is said to have told several per-
sons he could not go back to his home
at Ruderson, 8. C., where he has a
brother, alzo a lawyer. In his pocket
was found a letter addressed to J. H.
Grant, his brother, at Flat Roek, N. C.,
stating he would leave for FJat Rock.

Grant is said to have remarked to
several people at the hotel that he was
going to drown himself. 1t is said he
had been drinking Saturday afternoon,
but was not badly intoxicated. He was
apparently about 25 years old and had
just returned from the Nashville Ex-
Position.

AVERY BUTLER PARDONED.
News & Observer: Avery Butler,
who is serving a life sentence in the
penitentiary, for shooting his father
from ambush, in Sampson county in
1890, was yesterday pardoned by Gov.
Russell.

The case was a remarkable one. But-
ler’s father was a drunkard, and of yery
violent passions when intoxizated. He
had ceased to properly provide for his
family and was very cruel to hiswife
and children. It was one morning
after Butler had been beating young

seized a gun hid behind a chump of
bushes and shot his father as he came
along.

For the murder he was tried at the|

April term of Sampson court, in 1890,
was found guilty and was sentenced to
be hanged July 11th, 1890. On ac-
count of the boy’s extreme youth and
upon the petition of a great many citi-
zens of Sampson county, the death sen-
tence was commuted to life imprison-
ment by Governor Fowle. Since then
many attempts have been made to have
him pardoned.

Young Butler is a cousin of Senator
Marion Butler. He has been in the
penitentiary seven years. He com-
menced a life time sentence when a
mere boy fifteen years of age. The
young man has escaped more than
once, but otherwise his record 1s clean.
On one oceasion he made his escape
and got as far as Kentucky, but a feliow
prisoner who made the escape with
bhim gave him away in order to geta
reward of $100 offered for the boy.

The following reasons are assigned
by the Governor for granting the par-
don :

“For six months I have resisted per-
sistent appeals for the pardon of this
boy. These appeals have come from
the very best men and women from
sach societies as the Women’s Chris-
tian Temperance Union, from the
order of the King’s Daughters of the
town ot Clinton, from numbers of the
citizens of SBampson county. It is also
urged by every member of the board
of directors of the State’ prison, repre-
senting all political pariies. The boy
was most brutally persecuted and tort-
ured by a brutal father, as was aiso his
mother. Considering the provocation,
the helplessness of the mother and the
children, the bratality of the father
and his threats on the very day of the
homicide to kill tha boy and the
mother, the case borders on what might
ve termed not in law, butin ultimate
justice, as moral self defence. The law
ought to have been strong enough to
have locked up the father before his

I am_ecreditably informed that the

cruelties made the family desperate.|

LITTLETON NEWS.

ScHOOLS—WARREN UNION—BASEBALL
—HortELs, &c.

Correspondence to Tue CoMMONWEALTH.]

{ q’Ln'rmox, N. C., Aug. 30,1897.
Litileton High School opened last
Tueeday,and up to date its numbers
are in advance of last year. Your cor-
respondent learns that a large accession
is expected this week. Wednesday next
is the time for the Female College to
open its doors, when it is to be hoped a
large number of girls and young ladies
will grace its halls.

The Warren Union (Baptlst) held its
meetings at Macon last week, closing
Sunday when a vast assembly was 1n
attendance—twice as many as could be
accommodated. Good speakers were in
attendance, T. M. Pittman, J. H. Kerr,
N. L. Shaw, T.J.Taylor, Dr. R. D.
Fleming, A. G. Wilcox and others. On
SBunday morning the Sunday schools
were addressed by L. W. Bagley and
A. G. Wilcox, and this was followed by
an admirable dedicatory sermon by Dr.
C. E. Taylor of Wake Forest. The
pastor, Mr. Kendrick is to be con-
gratulated for his success. He has
completed his church at that point and
put 1n a baptistery, has a good Sunday
school and fine eongregations.

On Monday of last week a game of
baseball between the Littleton and
Warrenton clubs wus played at the
latter town and resulted in an over-
whelming defeat of the former. 1t1s just
to say that those who suffered defeat
had no organized club, while the visit-
ors had their forces in good trim.

Our hotels have done well thisseason
especially the Panacea Hotel at the
sorings.

Mayor Falecon has not been out of
his room 1n seyeral days, we are sorry
to learn.

Mr. J. H. Evans of Weldon we learn
is to open business here 1n ashort time.

Rev. J. T. Edmondson 18 to take his
family on a visit to Baltimore next
week where they will remain for some
time.

Several of our young men have gone
and are going to persue their studies at
their respective colleges—J. B. Bagley
to Wake Forest, E. M. Land, Gus Moore
and Skinner Alston to: Chapel Hill,
and D. W. Newsom and Sie Thorne to
Prinity.

Crops in our section are good, as
they have not suffered from drought as
have other parts of the county.

Our town will soon have two other
fine residences, which are already in
construction.

“My boy came home from school
one day with hig hand badly lacerated
and bleeding, and suffering great pain,”
says Mr. E. J. Schall, with Meyer
Bros.” Drug Co., St. Lounis, Mo. “I
dressed the wound, and applied Cham-
berlain’s Pain Balm freely. Al pain
ceased and In a remarkably short time
it healed without leaying a scar. For
wounds, spfains, swellings and rheum-
atism, I know of no medicine or pre-
scription equal toit. I consider it a
household necessity.” The 25 and 50
cent sizes for sale by E. T. Whitehead
& Co., Scotland Neck, N. C.

The President of Uraguay was assas-

Butler and his mother that the boy | sinated a few days ago by a youth nam-

ed Arredonda. The youth was prompt-
ly arrested.

IT SAvES THE CROUPY CHILD/REN.

SEAVIEW, Va.—We have a splendid
sale on Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy,
and our customers coming from far and
near, speak of it in the highest terms.
Many have said that their children
would have died ot croup if Chamber-
lain’s Cough Remedy had not been
given.—KELLAM & OURREN. The 25
and 50 cent sizes for sale by E.T.
Whitehead & Co., Seotland Neck,N. C.

Pianos,
Organs,

— AND SMALL —

Musical Instruments,

Prices Low and Goods
the Best.

Write for prices before purchasing.

T. R. HUFFINES,

Rocky Mount, N. C
(Mention The Commonwealth.)
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INCORPORATED 1812,
A BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.

FULL CORPS OF TEACHERS,
Next Session begins August 30.

Careful instruction in every depart-
a

ment. Music department under
skillful musician trom New England

of Music. Elocution and

§hm1 Culture under a student from
ew Conservatory College of

Oratory and Emerson School of Onag.

Iy, Terms very moderate,

For further particulars address the

principal,

©  MISS LENA H. SMITH,

715 ¢f. Beotland Neok. N. O,

When you bay

Sarsaparilla

Ask for the best and you'll

Get Ayer’s.

Ask for Ayer’s and you'll get

The Best.

For sale by E.T. Whitehead & Co,,
Scotland Neck. N. C.

Remember This!

For the next thirty days, 1 will sell
my entire stock of

Trimmed and Untrimmed

Hats at a Bacrifice.

Shapes usually sold for 50e., 7ic.,
and $1.00, now going at 25¢., 40c., and
50 cts.

Job Lot of Ribbons at cost and below.
This lot includes

Persian and Dresden -
effects, also Satins, Satin edges, etc.,
More Notions than ever before.

MRS. W. H. WHITE.

Norfolk
College

—FOR—

TOUNG LADIES,

Before selecting a school for your
daughter, send for our catalogue. No
other school 1n the country, offers the
same advantages for the money.

Special teachers in all departments.

A. P. PIFER, Principal,
624 09 1. NorroLx, VA.

OXFORD -- SEHINARY,

OXFORD, N. C.
The next Session Opens Sept. 1, 1897.

CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.

Piano, Organ, Violin, Mandolin, Vo-
calizatlon taught. Prof. Jas. Riggs,
Director ; Miss Margaret Robeson, Vo-
exlization ; Miss Carrie Hobgood, Piano.

CilARGES FOR ANNUAL SESSION—Board,
fuel, lights, full English Course, Latin,
French, Physieal Culture, $147.50.

For particulars apply for catalogue.
851m. F. P. HOBGOOD, Pres.

Largest Stock of

COFFINS,  CASKETS

—and—
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UNDERTAKERS’ SUPPLIES
in Eastern Carolina.

Orders by mail and ;vire Solicited.
N. B. JOSEY,

T 15 tf. ScorLaxp NEck, N. C.

" NOTICE|

STATE OF Norty (v \ROLIY
Haviray Coi s. \-'
Buperior Court, May Term, 7\
R. L. Joyner, M. Hotimyy, . H
- Hof.

man, partners tradin.
& Bro., Ol

and G

as M,

aA7ainst
W. T. Joyner and Wile' Fane
Noah Biggs and 1. M. Johyan b
ners trading as Biggs ¢ .1,
Henrietta Kuntz,

Under and by virtue of (o
rendered in the above ‘_\h:%,r“[ S
at the May term of i sy, U
I will, on the 1lth day ..;" ';‘f ~oun,
1897 1n the town ofScot iy \l.T,-,l,{'"’.]"f’-
sell for cash to the highes |.'i£1|i:&. N,
tract of land on which the syig Ii\‘[!h]!
Joyner now resides, knoyy, s the | *
tract of the said W. T, jjyper o
ing the lands of R. 1. Jiype oo
Vaughan and others, ¢opi0 "
acres, more or less,

llEcrm
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Crarpe Ky iy
Commi g,

812 5t
g,

PEACE
INSTITUTE e | Youne Ladi

Excellent buildings yq
grounds in a Heaithiy] Loeatigy
with splendid climate, sy,
the very front in Female Edioa.
tion. Thorough in i Conpses
High inits Standard. n"u.'ny],.r‘.,, 3
in its h‘fgh moral fone tid i
intellectual and sovial iy, ...

Twenty-one oflicers und tu:u'lm'r_._
Very reasonable prices, Sepg fug
catalogue.

beantyy)
g
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TRINITY COLLEG

« == Next Session Opras S,

[U"f .llr'.u-,4 5

Three full courses of study, Jym
number of electives. Two 1) chaiz iy
English. Women admitted 1o q)) hissny,

One Hundred and One Thopsaip

il
added to the endowment duriye thp
present year. Only male llterary coliey
in North Carolina that 15 loeted ing
ecity.

The best business course oy It
the state. Send for il“HIlll and "“l:‘l":Ul

Address  JINO. (', K114)
715 2m. Durham, N.¢,

HOW T FIND U,

Fill a bottle or common «lps ity
urine and let it stand twemydy
hours ; a ediment or settling indiye
indicates an unhealthey condition
the Kidneys. When urine stiins linin
it is positive evience of kidney ol
Too frequent desire to urinw or
in the back, is also convineines prf
that the kidneys and bladder are gy
of order.

WHAT TO Do.

There is comfort in the knowldlze s
often expressed, (hat Dir. Kilmers
Swamp-Root, the greut kidney remaly
fulfills every wish in relieving pun i
the back, kidneys. liver, Wludder
every part ot the nrinary pasams. It
corrects inability (o hold unue and
scalding pain in passang i, or bl é
fects following use of lhquor, wine @
beer, and overcomes that unples
necessity of Lieing eomneailed fu et i
many times during the i itk
nate. The mild and the
effect of Swamp-Root is «
It stands the hizhest ior i ‘
cures of the most distressing cyes |
you need a medicine vou =h il Jult'.
the best. Sold by druggists price iy
cents and one dollar. Yo g bie
a sample bottle and ]-;nnplhl'.u-l fth
sent free by mail. Mention Tin Co¥

night ¢
iy
11 |

Vel
el
LR [RLP{R40

MONWEALAH and send your addms |
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binchomin, M)

Subscribe to T Coaoxwii

SCOTLAND

——

Vine Hill Male Academy.

NECK, N. C.

r~ A0 o,

Buildings and Appointments Modern.

A THOROUGH ACADENY.

A0 A

Excellent Literary Societes

LIBRARY AND READINC ROOM

~A Y A

- Ample Space for

Baseball,

FOOtL)H ll'

Tennis, etc.

Fall Term Begins September 1st.
For Particulars and Catalogue address

PRINCE & WILSON, Supt

SCOTLAND NECK, N, C.
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ROTHERS,

——GENERAL—
Commission -:- Merchants
R il EGGS, BUTTER AND ALL COUNTEY pRODUCE

Wholesale Dealers 1n
and Vegetables.
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